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HOLY CHILD COLLEGE S/W IKOYI 

ADMINISTRATOR’S WELCOME MESSAGE TO THE STAFF AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE 2019/2020 SESSION 

On behalf of the Archbishop, His Grace Most Rev, Alfred Adewale Martins, and the 

SHCJ Leadership, I welcome you dear parents, staff and students of Holy Child 

College, Lagos to the 2019/2020 academic year. It is by the power of God (not by 

our making) and to His glory that we have commenced this session. The blessings 

and faithfulness of God from last session 2018/2019 are still fresh in our memories 

as we begin another academic year – the excellent WAEC results, the improved 

facilities available to us as a college, the numerous opportunities available to us – 

staff & students - for self development, as a result of our location and pedigree etc. 

So it is with gratitude and hope even for a more prosperous session that we 

surrender this 2019/2020 to the Almighty. We also remember our colleagues whom 

the Lord called to himself in the 2018/2019 session: Mrs. Blessing Nwaiwu and Mr. 

Evidence Owusa; may their souls continue to rest in peace, Amen. In this new 

session, the Lord has great plans for each one of us and the entire College 

community. The Lord says in Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you, 

….they are plans for good and not disaster, to give you a future and a hope’. This 

means that as we step into this new session, we must come with hope in our ability 

to work with God to achieve the plans that God has for us. Most often we plan 

everything ourselves, outside of God, and when the plans are not going as we 

expected, we blame everyone around us. Let us open ourselves to God and His will 

in every detail of our life this 2019/2020 session. 

As a College, the Lord gives us Psalm 127: 1-2 as our watchword in this 2019/2020: 

Unless the Lord builds a house, in vain do the builders labour, unless the Lord 

watches over a city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise 
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early and go late to rest, working hard for the bread to eat, for he feeds his beloved 

even while they slumber. 

We want the Lord to build for us, we don’t want to labour in vain. We want the Lord 

to watch over our house, our college. We want to be among the Lord’s beloved, 

those He feeds while they sleep. How do we live this academic year for us to receive 

the blessings of this Bible passage: We need to see life from God’s view point as 

explained by Rick Warren in his masterpiece called; ‘What on earth am I here for’?. 

1. Let us see life as a Test, a test on how much we trust God. Life tests us to see 

how we handle money and other material possessions. Life tests us to see 

what we are willing to give up for the love of God. Look at the scriptures, 

there is no person whom God blessed usually who was not tested. In God’s 

plan everything is significant, nothing happens by chance, each event is for a 

purpose. We have to build up our spiritual strength to pass the tests that life 

will bring our way this session. We can’t afford to fail and disappoint God who 

trusts that we can pass the tests. 

2. Let us see everything that we have received as given to us in trust. Time, 

energy, intelligence, relationships, resources, creation, old and new students 

have been entrusted to us for care and management. God has planned to 

entrust several other things to us this session, what and how will I handle 

them? To take care of the earth is part of the purpose God created us. We are 

trustees of God’s property. Christians live by ‘Because God owns it, I must 

take care of it’. Mathew 25:21 tells of the Parable of the Talents. Those who 

are faithful in small things are the ones who will be put in-charge of many 

things.  

3. Let us see life as a Temporary Assignment: Life is brief and transient 

compared to eternity. In Psalm 39:4, David prayed: Lord help me to realize 

how brief my time on earth will be. Help me to know that am here for a brief 
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moment. Real believers understand that there is far more to life than what 

this earth has to offer. Earth is not our destination, God created us for 

something much better. If our everyday tasks are disgusting, be consoled that 

life is temporary. If your job is super fantastic, constantly remind yourself 

that that too shall away.  

This new session, God has entrusted in our care, about 600 young people. God 

has planned to use us to care for them, to guide them, to support them in every 

way so that they can achieve the objectives for coming to the College. To care for 

them implies, facilitating their learning in every sphere of school life, insisting on 

right and appropriate conduct all the time. Insisting on appropriate conduct 

implies that we would ensure they are punctual to every activity under our 

charge; we would guide them during prayers and other religious activities. Care 

entails that we insist on they keeping our beautiful environment clean all the 

time. Care means that we would model right relationships for them. Care means 

that we would give them spaces for ‘reflection’ when they err so that they can 

understand and face the consequences of their action or inaction. Care means as 

individuals we would make effort to be diligent with our supervision of the 

students and not leave them to do their own thing, while standing aloof and 

watching. If we care for them, we would ensure that each student enjoys learning 

and loves Holy Child College. We will see the beautiful special gifts that God has 

entrusted to our care and understand that the discipline and appropriate 

behavior of our students is our collective responsibility. Cleaners and Gardeners 

will enable the students to keep our environment clean always; Security 

personnel will assist teachers to ensure that the students are at the right places 

at the right times, house parents and hostel mistresses will work together to 

ensure students do not waste their time during PREP and other after school 

activities. Teachers will team up to provoke the competitive energy in the 

students for improved academic performance. 2019/2020 academic year marks 
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the 75th Anniversary of the College. It is therefore with great joy that as the 

College Administrator, I am looking forward to the different activities that will 

bring together, students (new and old), staff, parents, past and current) SHCJ, the 

church and our friends to mark this auspicious event. Top on the list of these 

events is the Dedication of the New Chapel, the Chapel of Praise. To the glory of 

God, the construction which commenced in May 2018, has been successfully 

completed and the structure is a testament to our commitment to God matters. 

Here in this place, our God will be glorified!  

Dear friends, together, let us enter this new session, convinced that God has 

plans for us and let us allow him to achieve His plans. Let us cooperate with God 

in the different activities we carry out as individuals, as Departments and as a 

College. Knowing that everything that happens is for a purpose, to test our faith 

in God, to remind us that all we have is on trust and that life is a temporary 

assignment, let us surrender ourselves, our desires, our yearnings and our hopes 

to God and wait on Him. 

May God bless us as we do this, Amen  

 
Rev. Sr. Antoinette Opara, SHCJ 
Administrator (1st Sept, 2019) 
 


